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Appendix 4 Decision guide - Unstageable or Deep Tissue Injury (DTI)? 
Unstageable Ulcer- Depth unknown Deep Tissue Injury {DTI) - Depth Unknown 

Full thickness tissue loss in which t he base of 
t he ulcer is covered by slough {yellow, tan, 
grey, green or brown) and/or e s,char (tan, brown 
or b lack) in the wou n d b e d. unt il e nough slough 
and / or eschar is removed t o expose t he base of 
the wound, the t rue depth, and therefor e 
Category/Stage, cannot be determined. Stable 
( dry, adherent, intact w ithout erythema o r 
fluctuance) eschar on theon t he h eels serves as 't he 
body's natural (bio logical) ,cover and should not 
be removed. 

Purple or maroon localized area of discoloured 
intact skin or b lood- filled b liste r d ue to d am age of 
u nder lying soft t issue from pressure and/or shear. 
The area m ay be prece d ed by tissue t hat is painfu~ 
f ir m, m ushy, boggy, war mer o r coole r as compared 
to adjacent t issue. Deep t issue inj ury may b e 
difficult to detect in ind ivid uals w ith d ark skin t ones. 
Evolution may in clude a t h in b l ister over a dark 
wound bed. The wound m ay f u rther evolve and 
become covered by thin eschar Evolution may be 
rapid e xposing additional layers of t issue ev e n w ith 
optimal treat m e nt. 

Document your f indings -wound assessment chart, document if the patient has had a long lie o r b een on 

a t r o lley for an extended t ime, p h otograp h w ith consent and in line w it h policy (CCRBPD017 - Clin ical 

d ig ital photography of wou nds and skin abnormalit ies) 

Refer t o pod iatry if below the an k le 

If you ar e unsure of the classification, tak e a photograph, upload to RiO and seek advice f r,om the TVCNSs ls the wound? 

• In he r it e d (POA)- Prese nt on first 
assessm ent/fi rst sk in assessm ent 

Complete a Datix - Upload the photogr aph to the Dat ix and inform your line manager 

• Dev e loped (New)- Discov e re d dur ing 
a rou t i n e v is itor sk i n assessm ent 

The wound requires weekly 

review* and p hotographs by 

a clinician w ith suitable 

exper ienc,e 

• Schedule in the work p lan 

week ly reviews* . 

• Take weekly photographs 

and u p load to RiO and 

Datix. 

* in some in stanoes of hard eschar aa l onge r r ev iew period maybe agr eed with TVN or Podiatry 

Pictures and Descriptions from International NPUAP/EPUAP Pressure ulcer classificationsystem (2014) 

IF WOUND DEBRIDES A N D BASE OF THE WOUN D IS V ISIBLE -
Categorise using categories 1, .2, 3 o r 4 . Take phot-ograph and upload 

to Datix and RiO . Inform Line Manager 

IF THE WOUND DOES N OT DE BRIDE -
Contin u e w ith weekly rev ie w s• a nd photographs. If by week 6 this has 

not debrided then d iscuss w ith TVCNS or Podiatry 


